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A promising theater show at the Arab American Museum wl> 0se
Dearborn
Last week, the Enox Hall at the Arab American Museum
witnessed a cultural event that deserves attention, a historic play
in Arabic and English for three consecutive nights during which
tickets were sold out and the hall was filled with personal
attendance, while the fourth was presented virtually.
Director Sherin Azzam is responsible for it. A Host of People, the
company that hosted the show.
The policy of this youth group, interested in the heritage of
minorities and their cultural obsessions, is based on the policy of
open participation in front of all its members to express their
views on the elements of theatrical work, and the continuity of
this gathering and its performances in many theaters, seems to
be the solidity of their organization.
In front of a work of this kind the viewer stands confused where
to begin to look at, there are no Arab American theatrical teams,
in addition to the theatrical experience of "M Hussein" and her
sisters, seriously addresses the depiction of Arab American lives
and "the subjects presented on the street". Poetry, whether in
English or Arabic, seems to be dominant in this field.
The main idea of the work revolves around Shakespeare and
Ahmed Shawky's intake of Kiloptra's character in their play, in
addition to the contemporary look at it, distortion of her
character by Shakespeare in exchange for the exaggeration of
perfect description and magnification by the poet Ahmed Shawky
led to the loss of the truth of her identity, reprimand R for what
Kilopatra and her humanity was the main theatrical goal.
Shakespeare's play Cilopatra was the second character while
Antonio, in his feelings, was the first Shakespeare according to
many critics. While Ahmed Shawky's Kiloptra is the interviewer of
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history ot a queen with her career as a service to a political
gambling, and here jumped to his mind a play about the death of
Kilopatra to correct her career. Addressing this complex and
intricate theme, the band tried to paint their personality
realistically by projecting modern concepts, related to freedom,
gender, gender, and equality, on a historical theme. So the
question was, why was he denied her right to seek power? And
why did the back administration catch up with her by declaring
her love for men or women and portraying her as a Ghanaian,
whore and gay? Many questions were asked about her career as
answered in both editions to reveal to the viewer a humanitarian
character full of ambition and dreams that most of them have
fulfilled. Poet Camelia Youssef and writer Maryam Bayazid wrote
in Arabic and English influential scripts and texts that indicate a
clear effort to rely on various historical sources.

Did the director and the group succeed in comparing them to a
historical incident written over a time span of several decades
and connected not only to the issue of Kilopatra but also to the
relationship between East and West? And can a play be
presented in two separate languages and an audience that may
not improve one of the two what it qualifies for to be a spectator
and aware of what is happening? And how can two different
backgrounds be shown for interlucing scenes from each work on
the same stage? | believe that they have overcome all these
problems and successfully, and the audience reaction afterwards
and the discussion about the work is only evidence of their
seriousness and acceptance of the difficulty of their job, the
director created it in its building for the back decor and
represents Kilopatra (Shakespeare) and its time and has all the
events related to it, and In front of it another decoration with a
simple top that does not cover Something behind him represents
a popular cafe where Shawky meets actress Fatima Rashdi (the
first one chosen by Shawky to play the role of Kilopatra) and
through their dialogue we see things from his point of view.
Duality of decor and complete clarity of the cultural background
allows for simplification of comparison and removal of any
weariness. It seems that the technical development in translation
and its immediate presentation in proportion to speech and
speech, will allow room for dual-lingual presentations. The
translation of the work was not immediate, of course, but it was
distinguished clearly and unmistakable, which was easily
followed in its language. The translation screen focused in the
upper background of the decor, Arabic on the right and English
on the left, the reflective lights of ancient Egypt's photos were
steady and influential, and the spotlight synchronized with the
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As a spectator, the tollowing observations must be made about
this pioneering work.

1- Prolonging the work for three hours is a ten-minute break that
is absolutely unjustified, since many dialogues, speeches, poems
could have been deleted and shortened the show time to an hour
and a half at most, without any negative reflection on the subject.
2- Abdul Wahab's music could have been used as the
background for Shawky's dialogues with Fatima Rashdi, and
some of his music, especially his song "l am Antonio .. Antonio |
am. " The absence of the soundtrack at the height of the drama
lessened its performance.

3- The strangeness that the viewers got by not merging with the
work, perhaps because of its history and the rotation of the
scenes from the actors helped to better understand the subject
when the emotion is absent to give room for objectivity in the
opinion formation of the viewers.

4- Notice the absence of the Munajat bus in the play of Shawky
like "Roma, be kind and forgive your sins" "Instead of taking the
discussion between Rashdi and Shawky.

5- If an actor is a voice, movement and reaction, then it seems
that some actors/actresses performed characters while they
were away from them and external reaction if they did not merge
with their roles, especially that some of them were reading the
role.

6- The poverty in the dressing of actors/actresses was obvious,
but there was no clear difference between what Kilopatra wore
compared to her description, for example. Where is the badge,
crown, and the shining jewels that express power and authority,
that goes for Antonio too. Finally could zoom in especially that
space allows it!!!

These impressions affirm the leadership of this theatrical work
with a new idea that used a historical event and tied it to the
present. Volunteering the Enix Hall and building double décor
simulating Broadway theaters with their equipment and effects
shows the seriousness of the producer and the band and
commitment to their mission. This creative opening is a call for
more theatrical experiences, as the sold out of tickets for three
consecutive nights indicates the thirst for serious work in the
Arab American generation in particular, and that the language
issue can be overcome, as it turned out.

Thanks for the efforts put in this show and these notes are
nothing but to accompany creativity.

Aid Jaber.

[N D, SO P Pate 2l dmm o | Y
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a Hussein M Srour

Positive that deserves praise and blessing, the work
itself is an important act and the attempt is also to
raise local awareness and generalize it to the larger
American society.

| felt happy when | read the phrase: the poet Camelia
Youssef with all due respect to everyone
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